
 

 

 

 
 

27th February 2026 
 

THE HOLY FAMILY   

SCHOOL   
‘As a family we live, love, learn and celebrate with 

Jesus.’ 
Crookhams 
Welwyn Garden City 
AL7 1PG 
Telephone 01707375518 
admin@holyfamily.herts.sch.uk       

 

Welcome back to school after the half-term break. It is hard to believe we have already 
reached the midway point of the academic year. This is a short half term of only five 
weeks, and we have a great deal planned. Despite the shorter timeframe, our staff and 
pupils have returned with great energy, and we are focused on making the most of 
every opportunity during this busy spring period. 

During half term we marked the beginning of Lent, a significant time for our community 
of faith. During these forty days, we invite the children to reflect on their relationship 
with God and one another. In school, we are focusing on how small, intentional acts of 
kindness and service can make a big difference. Lent is a journey of the heart, and we 
hope that by practicing prayer and charity together, our pupils will gain a deeper 
understanding of the values that define our Catholic school. 

Our OPAL initiative continues to be a highlight of the school day. While the children 
have been getting muddier and there can be minor scrapes, the benefits of OPAL are 
clear. Through active, child-led play, the pupils are building immense resilience and 
learning to solve problems independently. We are seeing brilliant examples of 
teamwork and conflict resolution as they negotiate their games, all while practicing 
empathy and kindness. 

To give you a better insight into how this works, please join us for our OPAL Parent 
Afternoon on Friday 13th March from 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm. It is a wonderful opportunity 
to see the children in action and understand why we value this approach so highly. We 
look forward to seeing you there. 

‘Let us ask for the grace of a Lent that leads us to greater attentiveness to 
God and to the least among us.’ Pope Leo XIV 

God bless,  Mrs Linnane 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events  
March 

3rd -Y2 Pizza Express Trip 

4th – 2.30pm Coffee meeting with 

School Family Worker 

5th – Y6 British Schools Museum 

Trip 

6th – 9am Stations of the Cross 

5th –World Book Day: Adjective 

Parade & Giant Book Swap 

13th – Enrichment morning 

13th – 1.30-3pm OPAL Family Fun 

afternoon (Rec-Y6) 

 

  

 
For regular news, updates and 

photos about life at our school! 
 

Please see our website: 
www.holyfamily.herts.sch.uk 

 
Facebook: 

TheHolyFamilySchoolWGC 
 

Twitter: 
 @holyfamilyWGC 

 

 

Stars of the week 

Rec - Fraser 

Year 1 - Anastacia 

Year 2 – All of Year 2 

Year 3 -  Harry 

Year 4 – Ruby 

Year 5 - Anika 

Year 6 - Millie 

mailto:admin@holyfamily.herts.sch.uk
http://www.holyfamily.herts.sch.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057063566269
https://twitter.com/holyfamilywgc


 

 

 

Nursery 

The children have been learning all about dinosaurs. We first found a 

dino footprint, measured it using our shoes then looked in non-fiction 

books to try and work out what dinosaur it may have been. Then the 

children made their own books about dinosaurs, they thought about 

the features of their dinosaurs and used some great describing words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception 

Reception children sowed seeds and planted garlic. We are 

looking forward to watching them grow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Year 1 
In Year 1 we are enjoying our art lessons.  We are painting this half 
term and this week we have been experimenting using primary 
colours to make secondary colours.  We have also been thinking 
about the new start we want to make in Lent and how it can be 
hard sometimes to choose to do good. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Year 2 
In our Art lesson this week we recapped our knowledge of the 
primary and secondary colours.  
We then spent some time mixing the primary colours to make 
secondary colours and then seeing what colours we could make 
mixing those. We had great fun! 
 

  



 

 

 

World Book Day! 

Please see the email (shared on Monday 9th Feb) with full details 
of how we will be celebrating World Book Day at school this 
year. 

World Book Day is on Thursday 5th March 2026 and to celebrate 

words we are completing an ‘adjective parade’. For this to take 

place we are inviting all children to come to school dressed as 

an adjective! E.g. Bright clothes for ‘bright’ or a frizzy hairstyle 

for ‘confused’.   

We are also inviting anyone to donate a book – we are looking 

for age appropriate, good quality books which can be 

recommended and given to others. We will then have a giant 

book swap! 

With your support, this will be a fun day for all and we may learn 

some new vocabulary, discover new authors and genres too! 

 ** Please note children in Year 6 are on a school trip on World 

Book Day so will not take part in dressing up. Please ensure Year 

6 children come to school in smart school uniform. On Friday 6th 

March Year 6 can bring in a book to carry out their Book Swap** 

 

NEW for parents:  Lunch & Learn webinars 
& Communication Workshop 

We are pleased to share a series of lunchtime webinars running up 
until the end of this academic year for parents who would like to 
learn more about supporting their child's learning and wellbeing. 
Please take a look at the detail in the flyer as there are some 
fantastic sessions being run by a range of professionals. The 
sessions are easy to book onto by clicking here. 

On Monday 16th March at 9am, John Cane, a speech and language 
specialist will be running a parent workshop in person at school to 
support families in how to support language development in 
children for parents of children up to 8 years old. Language skills are 
a strong predictor of future success both academically and socially. 
Join our Speech and Language Therapist for a talk about the best 
ways you can support your child to develop their communication. 
You will get practical tips for developing communication and there 
will be plenty of opportunities to ask questions. Please complete 
this Google form to confirm you attendance. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Wrgmt3ADQEiKXBK-5FXKsumJcGKiOGFGs1Z4jerrDzJURDA3MEJYT09PS0pTTVNXQjA5NDBTREs5Ui4u
https://forms.gle/WDHqjF3cBC6LZcEH6


 

 

 

Stations of the Cross 

On Friday 6th March, we will be praying the Stations of the Cross 

with Fr Norbert. 

Parents are warmly invited to join us for the first station at 

9:00am at the school gates, where our pupil leadership team 

will begin the day by leading us in prayer and reflection as we 

journey together through this important Lenten season. We look 

forward to sharing this special time of prayer with you. 

You are invited… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1.30-3pm 

In a change to previous communications, we will now be starting this OPAL Family event at 1.30pm. We are 

going to be joined by our OPAL Mentor who is going to hold a parent talk from 1.30pm before the play session 

begins at 2pm.  

Please be aware this is for children in Reception-Y6 and if you need to bring a younger sibling they must stay 

with you at all times and are not allowed on Tree Tops or the climbing frame (siblings only).  



 

 

 

Parents Coffee Meeting 

On the 4th March @ 2.30pm we will be holding another Coffee 
Meeting for parents. All parents are welcome to attend, to chat 
with other parents and meet our School Family Worker. Please 
come along!  

 
 
World Book Day School Lunch 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

On Thursday 5th March, school lunch will be 

World Book Day themed! If you would like your 

child(ren)to have school lunch on this day, please 

take a look at the School Grid and select their 

lunch choice. 

 

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clubs for this half term 

Please see a summary below of the school organised and external clubs that are running next half term: 

 Organised by school 

3.15-4.15pm 

No charge 

Booked via Arbor & queries to school office 

Organised by external providers 

Check sign up details, times  

and prices for each club 

Mon  Table Tennis Club – Yr 5 & 6   Tetra Sports Football Club for Yr 1 & 2 – details here or 
https://tetrasports.magicbooking.co.uk/ 

Tues  Multi-sports club Y1,Y2 & Y3  

 Times Table Rockstars Club – Yr 3 & 4  

 Chess Club – for Y2-Y6 
         Contact Zahra Jaufarally @ Kings and Queens Chess Club 
         admin@kingsandqueenschess.co.uk 
         07900 048446 or sign up here 

Weds  Tetra Sports Football Club for all KS2 – details here or 

https://tetrasports.magicbooking.co.uk/ 

Thurs  Jigsaw Puzzle & Card Games club Rec, Y1 & Y2   

 Homework Club – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6  

 Everyone Cooks for Y1-Y6 
Contact Louise Penn on 07946 303 213 or 

louise@everyonecooks.co.uk (see below) 

 

Fri  Musicals Club - Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6   

All clubs must be booked in advance. Please contact the school office if you have any questions - 01707 375518 

https://tetrasports.magicbooking.co.uk/
https://forms.gle/VTjwnSue8HKpwWsJ9
https://tetrasports.magicbooking.co.uk/
mailto:louise@everyonecooks.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

     

 

       

 

      

Dates for the Diary 

March 

3rd –Y2 Pizza Express Trip 

4th – 2.30pm Coffee meeting with School Family Worker, all families welcome 

5th – Y6 British Schools Museum Trip 

6th – 9am  Parents welcome for the 1st Station of the Cross 

5th –World Book Day: Adjective Parade (dress up) & Giant Book Swap 

13th – Enrichment morning 

13th – 1.30-3pm OPAL Family Fun afternoon (Rec-Y6) 

16th – 9-10am Parent workshop focused on Communication  

18th – 2.30pm Parent Metacognition presentation (led by Inclusion Ambassadors) 

24th – Y5 Dance Festival 

25th – 1.30-2.30pm Y3 & Y4 Easter Play 

25th – 2.30pm Parent Inclusion Forum 

 

 

 

 

 


