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It has been a purposeful and positive start to the new half term. The children have settled
quickly back into routines and are already building on the learning from last half term.
Their enthusiasm has been evident in every classroom, and it is pleasing to see how they
continue to live out our school mission each day. Our values are not just words, they are
alive in the way our children treat one another, approach their learning, and uphold the
high expectations we set together as a community.

This week, we gathered as a school to mark Remembrance Day in a reflective and
respectful service. Our children demonstrated great maturity as they prayed for peace and
remembered those who have given so much. Moments like these remind us how deeply
our mission shapes the character of our pupils.

Today we have enjoyed a wonderful Enrichment Morning, stepping away from the usual
timetable to explore activities themed around winter. From creative arts to problem-
solving challenges, the morning was filled with curiosity, teamwork, and lots of smiles. It
was lovely to see children of all ages embracing new experiences and working alongside
peers they might not normally collaborate with.

Also today, the school was a sea of spots as we joined in with Children in Need! Thank you
to everyone who has supported this important cause. If you are able to donate, please use
the link shared in this newsletter.

We are delighted to share our new school video. This is a truly special celebration of our
community, capturing the spirit, pride, and joy that shines through our children every day.
We encourage you to take a moment to watch it through the link here and share it with
family, friends and the wider community. Our pupils represent our school beautifully, and
we are very proud of how they showcase life at our wonderful school. Our thanks go to
Mrs Johnson, a parent in our school, for taking the lead on producing the video. We are
grateful for the time and effort she has committed to the project.

As we look ahead to Advent in the coming weeks, we prepare to enter a meaningful time in
the Church’s year. This season brings a sense of quiet anticipation to our school, as the
children reflect on the themes of hope, peace, joy and love. It is always a special part of our
journey towards Christmas and one we look forward to sharing together.

‘Let anyone who comes to you go away feeling better and happier.” Mother Teresa

God bless, Mrs Linnane

Upcoming Events

November

17t — Y4 trip to Verulamium

17* — Chaplaincy visit to Our Lady’s

215t — Crazy hair day

25 — Y2 Victorian Workshop

28t — Xmas jumper stall & cakesale
December

2" — Y3 Parent Consultations

5th— Cake sale (Y1 to bring in)

10 — Nativity plays: EYFS

(9.30am) & KS1 (1.30pm)

12t - HFFA Family Panto

For regular news, updates
and photos about life at our
school!

Please see our website:
www.holyfamily.herts.sch.uk
Facebook:
TheHolyFamilySchoolWGC
Twitter: @holyfamilyWGC

f"\l
Stars of the week
Year1 Millie
Year2 Daria
Year3 Nase
Year4 Max
Year 5 Sophia

Year6 Ini



mailto:admin@holyfamily.herts.sch.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CVH8ZSCj57DSXy3BaSvtmc9C6G4tx7OZ/view?usp=share_link
http://www.holyfamily.herts.sch.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057063566269
https://twitter.com/holyfamilywgc

Nursery

This week the children have spent time learning about Remembrance Day
and the significance of the poppy. Through thoughtful discussions and
creative collaging, we discussed the importance of remembering all the
soldiers who protected us. The children were proud to display their poppy
during the remembrance service this week.

Reception

Reception children have been learning about autumn and creating
wonderful autumn collages.




Year 1

In Year 1 this week, in our Science lessons we were learning about
different types of materials. We made an investigation in our classroom
trying to label as many objects with the right type of materials like plastic,
metal, fabric, glass or wood.

%,

Year 2

In Science we are learning all about Micro Habitats. A microhabitat is a
smaller habitat in a bigger habitat which has different conditions. In
our Science lesson we looked at the microhabitat known as leaf litter.
We learnt that you can find this in a woodland habitat. We enjoyed
looking through the leaf litter to see what mini beasts we could find.




2027/ 2028 Admissions policy —
Consultation period

Holy Family School is consulting on the proposed admissions
arrangements for the school year 2027/28 and is seeking responses
from parent/carers, schools and community groups.

The proposed change is to include the following new category in our
Admissions Policy 2027/2028. This category would applied to the
admissions oversubscription criteria.

1. The employment of a parent or legal guardian as a member of
staff at the school at the time of application will increase the
priority of an application within each category so that the
application will be placed at the top of the category in which the
application is made after children in (i) and (ii) above.

Please see our 2025/2026 Admissions Policy for reference.

The consultation period runs until 7 December 2025. Please send your
comments regarding the proposals to the school direct at
admin@holyfamily.herts.sch.uk.

Thank you - Children in Need '

A big thank you for your generosity and support of our Children in
Need Fundraiser today - so far we have raised an amazing £250.

If you would still like to make a donation, please see our school . ’
y p .

fundraising page here

Reminder — Arbor details & medical forms

Please be reminded of the email which was sent out to all parents last
Friday 7" November. Could you ensure that you have checked the
accuracy of your child's details on Abor and have returned completed
medical forms if this applies to your child. Any questions,

regarding medication, please contact Ms Hodgson in the school office.

) simple’
Parenting in a

Parenting in a Digital World DIGITAL WORLD

You may be interested to read Parenting in a Digital World — a guide
which has been created by Purple Mash — one of the online teaching
platforms we use at school. The guide contains tips on supporting
children at home, digital footprints, content consumption, and much
more, the guide is a fantastic resource to help put Parents at ease, and
to keep children safe.
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Winter Enrichment Morning




Donate Christmas jumpers

FRIDAY

21...

FRIDAY

28...

Christmas
Jumper sale &

Crazy Hair

D ay Cake sale - Y6

The HFFA have shared dates of some exciting events coming up over
this half term.

FRIDAY

S o

Cake sale

FRIDAY

12..

Family
Panto & Fair
Al

To prepare for the Christmas jumper stall and cake sale taking place
on 28™ November, we are asking for Christmas jumper donations!

If you have any Christmas jumpers at home that are in good
condition and that your children have outgrown, please bring them
to the school office between now and 27" November - thank you.

Children will be able to wear Christmas jumpers on the 16"
December which is the day of our school Christmas lunch.

Clubs for this half term

Please see a summary below of the school and external clubs that will run this half term:

Organised by school Organised by external providers
3.15-4.15pm Check sign up details, times
No charge and prices for each club
Booked via Arbor & queries to school office

Mon . Table Tennis Club—Yr5 & 6 . Tetra Sports Football Club for Yr 1 & 2 — details here or
. Times Table Rockstars Club-Yr3 & 4 https://tetrasports.magicbooking.co.uk/
. Netball Club-Yr3,4,5&6

Tues
Weds . Tetra Sports Football Club for all KS2 — details here or
https://tetrasports.magicbooking.co.uk/
Thurs . Drawing Club — Nursery, Reception, Yr 1 & Yr 2 . MUSIC CLUB FOR KS1 & KS2 — book via Arbor under ‘Clubs’ £3.40
. Play Club — Reception & Yr 1 per child per session
. Homework Club—-Yr3,4,5&6 . Everyone Cooks for Y1-Y6
Contact Louise Penn on 07946 303 213 or
louise@everyonecooks.co.uk
Fri . Irish dancing for Y1-Y6

Contact Aislinn on 07716 306 909 or aislinn_b@hotmail.co.uk

All clubs must be booked in advance. Please contact the school office if you have any questions - 01707 375518
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Notices and flyers from the local community which may be of interest

POT: NT'AL For Neurodivergent Children, Young People

KIDS Their Siblings and Parents/Carers
....... T =
: : Bushcraft/Stem Potential to Grow }
: 6th,13th,20th : Thu § Home Ed Age 4+ 10.30-12.00 Sachad
6th ! Thur i ConnectSecondary Age i 16.30-18.00 e zone@The
3 = : : : Galleria
i 7th,14th 21st, : S : : TheZone@The
: 28th : Fri Early Years Stay & Play i 10.30-12.00 : Galleria
i 7th,14th,21st, : o i Sy ! TheZone@The
28th : Fri Parent /Carer Wellbeing 12.30-14.00 : Galleria
sth § sa : BasketballAge7+ : 16.00-17.00 : Birchwood Leisure :
: : : : Centre
13th27th i Thur i Trampolining Age5+ : 17.30-18.30 Sosing Saor
: - : : : Centre
4th i Fri i YouthGroup16Plus { 18.30-20.30 @ Thelibeihe
: : : : Galleria
15th29th { Sat : Freefamily Football  16.00-17.00 i BHSIoo] ey

Centre :
Dun :
— geons & Dragons 1230:15.30 The Zone@The
: (Full) : : Galleria
Tue Roller Skating Age 8+ 18.00-19.30 i Roller City WGC
: . : : Pioneer ClubSt .....
Fri Skateboarding Age 9+ : 17.30-18.30 : Allians
: : Birchwood Leisure :
: 22nd Sat § Archery Age 7+ 16.00-17.00 Contre
25th Tue i ConnectPrimary Age : 16.30-18.00 i i o g
: : : Galleria
29th i Sat  iTracks Train Club Age 12+ 12.00-14.00 The Hi@The
: : : Galleria
For futher information email: info@potentialkids.org SN FOR AL OF OUS

IMPORTANT LINKS

the galleria df == @ zom, B




Dates for the Diary

November

17t — Y4 trip to Verulamium Museum
215t — Crazy hair day
25t — Y2 Victorian Workshop
28t — Christmas jumper sale & cake sale (Y6 to bring in cakes)

December
2" — Y3 Parent Consultations
5th— Cake sale (Y1 to bring in)
10t — Nativity plays: EYFS (9.30am) & KS1 (1.30pm)
12th - HFFA Family Panto
16" — School Christmas lunch — wear Christmas jumpers
17th — 5.30pm KS2 Advent Service at Holy Family Church
18t —9.15am Christmas Choir Concert

19t — school finishes at 1.15pm for Christmas holidays




